
   “““TTThhheee   CCCiiitttyyy   WWWiiittthhh   aaa   HHHeeeaaarrrttt”””      
 
 Larry Franzella, Mayor 
 Irene O’Connell, Vice Mayor 
 Rico E. Medina, Councilmember 
 Jim Ruane, Councilmember 
 Ken Ibarra, Councilmember 

 

MINUTES 
 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
 

January 8, 2008 
 

7:00 p.m.  
 
1.   CALL TO ORDER:  THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT The San Bruno City Council met in regular 
session on January 8, 2008 at the San Bruno Senior Center, 1555 Crystal Springs Road.  The 
meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. 
 

      Mayor Franzella thanked the San Bruno Garden Club for the beautiful flower arrangement. 
 

2.   ROLL CALL/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Presiding was Mayor Franzella with Vice Mayor 
O’Connell and Councilmembers Ruane, Medina and Ibarra in attendance.  Recording by Clerk 
Bonner.  City Attorney Thompson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

3.   ANNOUNCEMENTS:  None. 
 

4.   PRESENTATIONS:  None. 
 

5.   REVIEW OF AGENDA:   Mayor Franzella moved Item 11. to follow Item 8.    
 

6.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Regular Council Meeting of December 11, 2007 and Special      
City Council Joint Special Study Session with Planning Commission of December 17, 2007, 
approved as submitted.   
 

7.  CONSENT CALENDAR:  All items listed are considered routine or implement an earlier Council 
action and may be enacted by one motion; there will be no separate discussion unless requested by 
a Councilmember, citizen or staff. 
 

a. Approve:  Payroll of December 9 and 23, 2007.  
b. Approve:  Accounts Payable of November 26, 2007. 
c. Accept:  Reconciliation of General Ledger to Bank Reports and the Investment Reports 

Dated November 30, 2007. 
d. Amend:  Resolution Approving Lease/Purchase Agreement with GE Government Finance to 

Finance the Digital Set-Top Boxes for the Digital Simulcast Project. 
e. Approve:  Out-of-State Travel for Cable Television Staff to Attend Key Cable Television 

Industry Conferences in 2008. 
 

      Councilmember Medina pulled Item 7.e. 
 

      M/S Medina/O’Connell to approve the remainder of the consent calendar and passed with all 
ayes. 
 

      Councilmember Medina asked Cable staff to give him a breakout of the overall cost of the 
conferences.  Cable Director Gyaltsen concurred.  
 

      M/S Medina/O’Connell to approve Item 7.e. and passed with all ayes. 
 

8.   PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None.   
 

11. Receive Annual Report from the Community Preparedness Committee (moved forward). 
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      Dena Gunning, Chair of the Community Preparedness Committee introduced the members and 
liaisons.  She detailed the Committee’s 2007 accomplishments and shared their project 2008 goals.      
Mayor Franzella thanked the Committee for their work. 
 

9.   CONDUCT OF BUSINESS: 
 

a. Confirm City Councilmember Liaison Assignments to the City’s Citizen Boards, Commissions 
and Committees and Establishment of Standing City Council Subcommittees. 
 

      City Manager Jackson confirmed liaison assignments.  She also made the recommendation 
not to assign Councilmembers to standing ad hoc subcommittees rather they should be appointed 
for limited/temporary purpose review.  She also recommended establishment of three standing 
subcommittees:  Climate Protection and Sustainability Subcommittee, Utilities Subcommittee and 
Surface Infrastructure Subcommittee. 
 

     Mayor Franzella clarified his understanding, except for the recommendation of three standing 
committees; the existing standing committees would be eliminated and all ad hoc committees.  He 
said all ad hoc committees would be appointed on an as needed basis.  City Manager Jackson, 
said, essentially, except for Project Pride, and the Beautification Task Force, a citizen’s committee, 
spearheaded by a single councilmember, which is what staff is recommending. 
 

     Councilmember Ibarra said there are a number of ad hoc committees, which could be 
transferred to standing committees because they are ongoing, like Wastewater, Water Resources.  
Mayor Franzella said they would fall under utilities subcommittees.  City Manager Jackson said 
staff attempted to group like issues into standing committees. 
 

     Mayor Franzella recommended this proposal be accepted and asked councilmembers contact 
him regarding the committee they would like to serve. 
 

     Vice Mayor O’Connell asked if this would eliminate all the ad hoc committees and the Business 
Economic Development and San Francisco Jail Standing Committees?  Mayor Franzella 
concurred. 
 

     Mayor Franzella added we properly use the committees and are in compliance with the Brown 
Act.  He said where the ad hoc committees are posted, it appears to be standing committees and it 
creates a grey line.  This will make it clear that the standing committees will receive the noticing 
requirement of the Brown Act and the ad hoc committees will be appointed to do a specific task. 
 

     M/S Ibarra/Medina to approve and passed with all ayes. 
 

b. Adopt Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Execute Contract with California Sports 
and Recreation Inc. and GameTime Inc. in the Amount of $459,751 for Phase II of the Park 
Playground Equipment Replacement Project. 
 

     Interim Parks & Recreation Services Director Mines gave an overview of the staff report. 
 

     Councilmember Ibarra asked for a definition of City Park South vs. City Park East? 
 

     Consultant Bill Frisbie said California Sports & Recreation changed it for identification.  
 

     Councilmember Ibarra asked how noise and vandalism would be addressed at Catalpa?      
Consultant Bill Frisbie said during 2004 and 2005 there were three calls to the police department.  
A sampling of Bayshore Circle showed there were eleven calls during the same timeframe.  
 

 



City Council Regular Meeting – Minutes 
January 8, 2008 
Page 3 of 8 

 

 

      Councilmember Ibarra asked about increasing safety by possibly installing lights.  Consultant 
Bill Frisbie said staff had made a promise to the residents to keep the equipment as far as away 
from their homes as they could, lighting would be a potential and if need be, a security camera 
would be installed. 
 

       Councilmember Ibarra asked about the difference in numbers.  Interim Parks & Recreation 
Services Director Mines said $3000 was for signage and there is a 5% contingency.  Council-
member Ibarra concluded by saying City Park West is included. 
 

       Councilmember Medina asked about the concerns of the neighbors at Glenview and Earl?  
Consultant Bill Frisbie said in the second meeting there were a group of four individuals, with one 
spokesperson and two other people who wanted a place for their children and grandchildren.  He 
said they pointed out a recreation area built for two to five year olds, wasn’t a place that would be a 
draw to noisy teenagers. 
 

       Mayor Franzella expressed his concern regarding the Catalpa project.  He said the lot was 50’ 
and located between two homes.  He said across the street is the old Cable facility in less than good 
condition.  He asked if consideration had been given from the Commission to dispose of the tot lot 
and graze the property across the street and relocate the tot lot.  He suggested the City look at 
doing something completely different. 
 

       City Manager Jackson said a preliminary analysis could be done.  Consultant Bill Frisbie 
said Catalpa could be pulled from the contract and the price would be available at a later time.  
Mayor Franzella recommended they move forward, pass the nine sites and just pull the Catalpa 
piece. 
 

       Vice Mayor O’Connell introduced the resolution for adoption, minus the Catalpa lot and 
passed with a unanimous vote. 
 

c. Adopt Resolution Amending Cable Television Service Rates by Establishing Promotional 
Monthly Rate of $99 for Bundled Package of Digital Cable, High Speed Internet, and Digital Phone 
Services and Authorizing Issuance of One-Time $99 Dish Buy Back Credit to New Customers 
Returning from Satellite Delivered Television Service.  
 

      Business Manager Firpo introduced “bundle and save” and gave a comparison of other 
services provided by other companies. 
 

      Councilmember Ruane said while people are comfortable with internet, they are hesitant over 
changing phones.  He asked if there was a way to do a two-week test.  Business Manager Firpo 
said there is a way but it would be an administrative nightmare to track.  He thought of giving an 
additional $10. discount for every new sign-up as an incentive.  Councilmember Ruane said he 
was looking at existing customers.  Business Manager Firpo said it could be done for every 
customer. 
 

      Councilmember Ruane asked about 911.  Business Manager Firpo said there is the 
possibility if there is a power outage phone service could be lost; hence 911 would not be 
accessible.  He said each customer signs an agreement to understand.    
 

      Vice Mayor O’Connell said our old ad shows San Bruno Cable TV and she suggested it be 
called San Bruno Cable.  Business Manager Firpo said they would explore this suggestion. 
 

      Mayor Franzella asked staff to come back with a recommendation. 
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      Vice Mayor O’Connell said people might be hesitant about what the phone looked or sounded 
like and suggested maybe they have a phone at the Cable office for people to see.  Business 
Manager Firpo said they would have one set-up in the office. 
 

      Councilmember Ibarra said the service is fine but customers have to be aware there are many 
types of phones.  He asked for what the comparison is with our competitors?  Business Manager 
Firpo said there are a lot of hidden fees and there is a contract that goes along with their package 
and when the contract is complete, the fees go up.  He said we are competitive in pricing and can 
also provide all local channels. 
 

      Councilmember Medina asked about customer service level.  Business Manager Firpo said 
at this point there is adequate staff. 
 

      Councilmember Medina requested staff to get back to Council with the numbers at the end of 
the “bundle and save” package promotion. 
 

      Councilmember Ibarra added San Bruno Cable would certainly make it a priority if their cable 
system were to go down. 
 

      Councilmember Ruane introduced the resolution for adoption and passed with a unanimous 
vote.    
 

d. Adopt Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Execute 3-Year Agreement with XO 
Communications for Ethernet Connection to Internet Circuit. 
 

      System Engineer Johnson gave an overview of the staff report and asked for Council’s 
approval. 
 

      Councilmember Ibarra asked if this connection would make the system faster.  System 
Engineer Johnson said no, it is to keep it above threshold. 
 

      Councilmember Ibarra introduced the resolution for adoption and passed with a unanimous 
vote. 
 

e. Adopt Resolution Authorizing Salary Schedule Adjustments for City Clerk and City 
Treasurer. 
 

      Treasurer Marty gave a background explanation of how the previous Treasurer and City Clerk  
had received a cost of living adjustment and asked for adoption. 
 

      Mayor Franzella explained the Council erred calling the increases a salary step, which he 
believed caused confusion.  He understood a salary was set-up for four years with an increase of 
6% each year.  He said these positions are definitely not department heads, rather an elected 
official. 
 

      Councilmember Ibarra said he went back and read the minutes and asked if the incumbents 
ran again do they continue at Step 4?  Mayor Franzella said that needs to come back prior to an 
election period beginning in this case in May or June of 2009. 
 

      Councilmember Medina said he believed this was reviewed in 2006 and he recalled it being 
very awkward.  He believed these positions are unique because they are elected, hence, he did not 
believe they should be tied to the Management Association. 
 

      Vice Mayor O’Connell echoed Councilmember Medina’s statements. 
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f. Adopt Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of Two Ford Crown Victoria Police Interceptors in 
the Amount of $52,086 and One Ford 2008 F350 Cab and Chassis with Scelzi Body in the Amount 
of $43,987 from Downtown Ford Sales and One Ford Escape Hybrid from Hoblit Fleet Group in the 
Amount of $25,459. 
 

     Central Garage Manager Lind gave an overview of the vehicles to be purchased and asked for 
Council’s approval. 
 

     Councilmember Ibarra asked about State Dept. of General Services?  Central Garage 
Manager Lind said they review each time and they have given them the best price. 
 

     Vice Mayor O’Connell asked if a filter could be used on the vehicle used at the ballpark?  
Central Garage Manager Lind said there is no way to keep it out because of the type of use. 
 

     Councilmember Ibarra introduced the resolution for adoption and passed with a unanimous 
vote. 
 

g. Adopt Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Execute a Professional Services 
Agreement with Erler & Kalinowski, Inc. for $434,000 to Provide Design and Project Management 
for 2007-08 Capital Improvement Program Budget Projects. 
 

      Interim Public Works Director Chambers gave a background of how this item came before 
Council. 
 

      Councilmember Ibarra commented EKI provided a good bid.  Interim Public Works Director 
Chambers concurred and added all of this is being done within the allowed amounts estimated for 
this portion of work. 
 

       Engineer Davis said EKI has methodology to retrofit existing tanks, in which case, not 
replacing the tanks is a huge cost savings. 
 

       Councilmember Medina asked about the San Antonio drain improvements?  Engineer Davis 
said San Antonio’s system is unusual because of restrictions and complexity; however, it is being 
looked at to improve safety. 
 

       Vice Mayor O’Connell referenced the street light replacement study and if consideration could 
be given to solar.  Engineer Davis said they would be looking at innovative ways to reduce energy 
usage. 
 

       Vice Mayor O’Connell introduced the resolution for adoption and passed with a unanimous 
vote. 
 

h. Adopt Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Execute Amendment to Contract with 
Anchor Engineering for Professional Engineering Services Extending the Existing Contract to 
December 31, 2008 and Authorizing an Additional Contract Amount of  $160,000. 
 

      Interim Public Works Director Chambers gave an overview of the staff report and asked for 
questions. 
 

      Councilmember Medina referenced Exhibit A and asked where we are and if a timeline could 
be provided.  Interim Public Works Director Chambers said most of the projects are continuing 
and gave an outline of the projects. 
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      Vice Mayor O’Connell asked if a map could be done to show what is being done and what is 
going to be done.  Interim Public Works Director Chambers said they plan to get something on 
the website. 
 

     Councilmember Ibarra said the signage was good for the public. 
 

     Councilmember Ibarra introduced the resolution for adoption and passed with a unanimous 
vote. 
 

i. Adopt Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Execute an Agreement with LR Hines  
Consulting, Inc in the Amount of $55,000 to Convert Microfiche to Digital Images. 
 

      Community Development Director Aknin gave an overview of the staff report and asked for 
questions. 
 

      Councilmember Ibarra asked if the microfilm was worth looking at before copying?  
Community Development Director Aknin said it would be very tedious. 
 

      Councilmember Ruane introduced the resolution for adoption and passed with a unanimous 
vote.       
 

j. Receive Report and Provide Direction on Proposed Ordinance Suspending Liability of  
Airport Parking Facilities for a Portion of the Airport Parking Facility Tax. 
 

       Finance Director O’Leary reviewed the staff report, and added if approved, this item would 
come back in a Public Hearing at the next meeting and asked for questions. 
 

     Councilmember Ibarra asked if Skypark’s rates have been raised?  
  
     Finance Director O’Leary pointed out that the Airport Facility, through 2007, did not pay any 
tax, so they did have a competitive advantage. 
 

     Mayor Franzella asked if the voter-approved measure would affect the airport facility and 
Finance Director O’Leary concurred.  Mayor Franzella was under the impression it was an airport-
operated facility and that one municipality would not have the ability tax another municipality’s 
operation.  Finance Director O’Leary said the Mayor was absolutely correct, the change is the tax 
in So. San Francisco is now not a tax on the other jurisdiction but is a tax on the individual people 
parking their cars. 
 

      Skypark’s President, Kim Kassner said rates have been the same for four years.  Rates were 
just lowered in September.   
 

     Mayor Franzella pointed out on the last page of the ordinance about the temporary suspension 
to December 31, 20089 it should be 2008.  He said the next meeting would be a Public Hearing, 
barring no objections. 
 

k. Adopt Resolution Approving Artichoke Joe’s Casino Request for Continuation of the 
Reduced Number of Authorized Tables Subject to the City Tax and Voluntary Agreement of Tax 
Amount of $1,494,662 for 2007-08. 
 

      Finance Director O’Leary highlighted key elements of the staff report and asked Council adopt 
the resolution. 
 

      Councilmember Ibarra introduced the resolution for adoption and passed with a unanimous 
vote. 
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l. Receive Oral Update Report on the Call for Artists to Create a History of Transportation  
Mural and a Downtown Mural. 
 

       Library Director Jackson gave an oral report on the proposed two murals, one at the San 
Bruno Lumber site, the other at the former Wells Fargo site.  She reported the murals are scheduled 
to be completed during the Summer of 2008. 
 

       Councilmember Ibarra asked about cost and Library Director Jackson said $10,000 to 
$20,000. has been budgeted for downtown and $15,000. to $30,000. for history of transportation at 
the San Bruno Lumber site. 
 

       Councilmember Medina asked where the funds come from?  Library Director Jackson said 
they come from the Public Art Fund, established by the City Council in which a percentage of 
building permit fees are assessed to all people coming in for permits. 
 

10.  PUBLIC COMMENT ON ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA: 
 

        Robert Riechel, 7th Ave., spoke on the U.S. Fish & Wildlife wish to add mosquito larva to the 
endangered species list on Federal reserves.  He asked Council to send written opposition.  Mayor 
Franzella asked staff to prepare correspondence for his signature. 
 

11.  REPORT OF COMMISSIONS, BOARDS, & COMMITTEES: 
 

Receive Annual Report from the Community Preparedness Committee (moved to follow Item 8). 
 

12.  COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS:  
 

       Mayor Franzella asked the City Manager to give an update on the storm problems.  He also 
asked about the hardscape (pavers) medians.  City Manager Jackson said they would like at what 
type of efficiency is needed, subcommittee or to bring it back at the next Council meeting. 
 

      Councilmember Ibarra talked about the pending Phase 1 Caltrain improvements.  He asked if 
the defunct standing committee could meet or receive a period update.  City Manager Jackson 
said it was a good time to convene a committee of the City Council. 
 

      City Manager Jackson highlighted storm damage done to San Bruno, trees, debris, utility lines 
down and power outages.  She said advance preparation made our City fair well.  She thanked staff 
and all those who stepped to the plate to help out. 
 

       Councilmember Medina expressed his appreciation for what staff did during the storm.  He 
said he was also proud of our emergency services team and thanked everyone for their hard work. 
 

       Mayor Franzella said earlier in the meeting there were plans to form an ad hoc committee for 
Design Guidelines and he appointed Councilmember Ibarra and himself to the committee.  He said 
they would be going into closed session with no reportable item to come from that meeting. 
 

13.  CLOSED SESSION: 
 

   The City Manager as the City’s Negotiator Requests a Closed Session Pursuant to Cal. Gov’t 
Code Section 54957.6 Regarding Direction for Labor Negotiations with the San Bruno Management 
Employees Association. 
 

 
 
 
 



City Council Regular Meeting – Minutes 
January 8, 2008 
Page 8 of 8 

 

 
14.  ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business to transact, the meeting concluded at 9:21 
p.m.  The next City Council Meeting will be held on January 22, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Senior 
Center, 1555 Crystal Springs Road. 
 

Respectfully submitted for approval 
at the regular City Council Meeting of 
January 22, 2008             

 ________________________________ 
        Carol Bonner, City Clerk 
 
 
 

       ________________________________ 
        Larry Franzella, Mayor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


